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What do we do?  In a Nutshell.... 
• First year medical laboratory science students (up to 
120) undertake a group e-poster project, based in a 
blended learning model 
• Google Drive, encompassing Google’s cloud computing 
software, provides a readily accessible, transparent 
online space for students to collaborate with each other 
and realise tangible outcomes from their learning  
• The Cube provides an inspiring  
digital learning display space for  
student ‘conference style’ 
presentations  
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More..... 
HERDSA conference 
July 2015 
HERN symposium 
17 November 2015 
FoH L&T 
presentation 
15 October 2015 
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• Learning opportunities 
• Blended learning model. 
• Collaborations driving learning 
• Staff-Staff, within unit 
• Staff–Staff, interdisciplinary 
• Student-Student 
• Student-Staff 
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E-Poster Process – Learning Opportunities 
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What is Collaboration? 
Collaboration is working with others to do a task 
and to achieve shared goals 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki 
• Collaborations driving learning in the e-poster project  
• Staff-Staff, within unit 
• Staff-Staff, interdisciplinary 
• Student-Student 
• Student-Staff 
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Staff – Staff Collaborations, within unit  
Cohesive enthusiastic willing team of school academic staff  
• Talk   Listen   Plan   Teach   Assess   Support 
     …together….often 
• Enriches student and academic learning 
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Collaboration is the driving force for 
INNOVATION 
• Topic mentors initiative was founded and developed in 
team discussions 
– Team academics each provides 5 industry related poster topics 
– All meet with student groups in collaborative space,  3 weeks into 
project, to  discuss and provide oral and written feedback on 
research -  formative 
– Assess final  presentations for process (with students) and accuracy, 
relevance and currency of content - summative 
– Academic marks are moderated in discussion 
– Collaboration lightens the individual load – and makes this feasible! 
• Future development  
– Change to feedback session to incorporate a summative component 
to provide extrinsic motivation to treat it as a staging point  
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Staff-Staff Collaborations, 
Interdisciplinary  
Faculty Liaison Librarian – Dr Nina Prasolova 
• Collaboration has led to use and development of Google Drive as 
the online collaborative and communication space for learning in 
this team project.  
• Provides integral learning experiences that develop students’ research 
skills 
– Session on accessing information – using PubMed and Google 
Scholar  and making sense of articles 
– Search strategy session – with academic skills adviser and UC 
• Students put theory into practice and search their own poster 
topics with librarian guidance and support 
• Search strategy document, devised by librarian, is completed  
• Feedback provided on group strategies in collaboration with UC 
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Interdisciplinary Staff-Staff 
Collaborations 
• Creative Industries- Lesley Irvine  
– 2 weeks before presentations 
– Components of a good talk 
– Connecting with the audience 
– Assessing the talk 
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More interdisciplinary collaborations… 
Using Google Drive... 
• Learning Designer – 
Richard Evans 
• It changes – often! 
• Extending applications 
• Ongoing support 
 
 
Presenting in the Cube 
• It has the WOW factor!.... 
Students love it 
• Technical Officer, CUBE 
project - Andrew Casper 
• Guidelines for presentation 
• Scheduling 
• Format of displays 
• Support before and during 
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Student-Student Collaborations 
Team project  
• Work in randomly allocated groups of 4 
• Poster group learning session wk 6: ‘All Things Posters’ 
– Meet and greet……..Start to plan 
– Explore group Google Drive folder 
– The good and bad of group work and what makes a good team 
– Team learning contract 
• Search Strategy Session 
– Learn how to use databases as a group  
– Start topic research – group search results log. 
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Student - Student  Collaboration Modes 
• Solely online: students are able to work on the same document or 
presentation and can bring the e-poster to fruition by collaborating in 
the Google Drive SPACE, each working from their own PLACE at any 
given TIME  
• Face-to-face meetings: students are able to reflect on their 
contributions to the project in the digital space, plan future work and 
continue to work synchronously on the same document from devices  
– And in designated learning sessions eg  team learning, search 
strategy, topic mentor, peer assessment 
• Both online and face-to-face 
• Working  as a team in QUT collaborative spaces:  Students  work on 
the same document or slide, viewing the work on a central COW  
 
• Students prefer a model of teamwork incorporating both online and 
face-to-face collaboration 
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Own time 
and place 
Same time and 
place –  
face-to-face 
ONLINE 
SPACE 
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Examples of Student 
Collaboration in Google 
Docs and Slides 
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Student-Staff Collaborations: 
towards a shared goal 
• Topic mentors’ session 
– Groups share and discuss research and mentors offer 
feedback and guidance  
• Search strategy sessions – learning to search databases 
• Drop-in help sessions in the library 
• Guidance and support of group work online and face to 
face  
• Assessing together – posters and oral presentations 
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Students and staff 
 
Same task, same 
goal 
 
Assessing 
together 
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Collaboration drives success 
working with others to do a task and to achieve 
shared goals 
Thank you to a great TEAM! 
Paul Shield 
Anne-Marie Christensen 
Christine Knauth 
Christine Knox 
Steven Weier 
Neil Richardson 
Nina Prasolova 
Lesley Irvine 
Andrew Casper 
Richard Evans 
 
….and our students  
2012 - 2015 
